
DRAFT      Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12 February 2014      DRAFT 
 

Present David Cooper (DC) Keith Fletcher (KF)    Peter Lemaire (PL)    David Pryce-Jones (DPJ)  
Roger Moore (RM) Penny Cooper (Clerk) 

 
144 Apologies: Sue Irzykowska 

RESOLVED  Apologies accepted & absence approved. 

145 Declarations of interest: None 

146 Minutes of last meeting: These were amended, agreed and signed.  
 
147 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or 

under relevant sections. Received a message from Caroline Newton – 9 January – about speeding 

traffic/safe walkway in Cat  Lane, “Dave Clack, area steward, on the case!” Authorised cleaning of 

the recreation ground ditch, as the silt was level with the pipe, and overflowing was likely. No 

success in contacting the “new” PCSO  about speeding, but the  former PCSO has now said she’ll  

send him a “polite reminder”. Spoke to Richard Davey about debris coming down the track above 

the Common. He has had the stones on the track scraped back, and will continue to do so, in the 

hope that less debris will be washed down. He wondered whether extending the ditch might help. 

Reported the potholes by the school, and the surface water problems in The Street & Benson Road. 

Got a response from Gordon Hunt (OCC Drainage Engineer) about Benson Road – he was to send 

one of his team - Mike Smith – to have a look. Asked for an update 11 February – apparently, Mr 

Smith will be in contact in due course. No response from Fords Farm to the invoice for grazing & 

water and request for a bill for red diesel, or from Lord Nash about the allotment land. Complained 

to Biffa about bin lids not properly replaced, and about the bin at the top of Rabbits’ Hill not being 

emptied (now done).  

148 County/District Councillors reports  
No district councillors were present, nor apologies received. Felix Bloomfield sent a report. Caroline 
Newton has resigned as County Councillor.  
 

149     Accounts & Administration  
PC presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
RESOLVED   download Microsoft Essentials Security (rather than renew current security package) 
and try to delete the “delta-search” bug using free solutions.                                                             Clerk 
RESOLVED  write to the VHMC about next year’s S133 grant, which is to be increased to £2000, in 
order to cover any hall hire fees incurred by EPC.                                                                                  Clerk 
The website domain name has been renewed for one year. Ongoing discussion with E-on about the 
Pavilion electricity bill – EPC is now considerably in credit.  

 
150 Review of procedures as listed on the Agenda    
 RESOLVED  the suggestions made by DC & KF in their report were approved.                                 Clerk

    
151 Review of the Ewelme News’s Finances    
 This year, the cost of producing the News exceeded revenue by approximately £350. 

RESOLVED  that this is a reasonable sum for the Council to spend on a village amenity. 



 
 
152 Assets of community value 
 RESOLVED  that the Shepherd’s Hut, Community Shop, Church, Cloisters & Almshouses, School, 

School Annexe, Watercress Beds, Village Hall & Reading Room, Manor Cottage Allotments, & 
Suffolk House & garden should be nominated as assets of community value.                                 Clerk                                                                                          

 
153 Re-thatching the Reading Room 
 RESOLVED  (after considerable discussion) to write again to the VHMC                                            Clerk 
 
154 Health & Safety 

Water is leaking into the Pavilion, so KF has turned off the electricity as a safety measure. 
RESOLVED  investigate once the weather improves & have the electrics inspected by a qualified 
electrician before the first hire of the Pavilion.                                                                                       Clerk                                                                                     
The play area inspector needs to be appointed for this summer’s inspection 
RESOLVED  use PI again, but it is not necessary for a councillor to be present.                                Clerk 
Mr Grant was thanked for repairing the tyre swings. 
The “cattle grazing” warning signs have disappeared – unfortunately, an insurance claim cannot be 
made, as the value (£120) is less than the policy excess (£250). 

 RESOLVED  produce laminated signs before the cattle return to the Common. 
Councillors will look at trees on the Common, and put warning tapes around any that might be a 
hazard (in the current weather conditions). These to be reported to the Clerk by 17 February, & 
 a tree surgeon employed.                                                                                                           KF/RM/Clerk                                                                                                             

 
155 Village maintenance  

An anonymous donor has offered to pay for the ongoing maintenance of the Shrine. 
RESOLVED the donor is to be thanked by PL.                     PL                   
Mr Grant has located a set of gang mowers and will inspect them. If suitable, the cost will be £700, 
including delivery.                                                                                                                                                                                      
Litter bin lids have disappeared, presumably blown away having not been properly replaced.    Clerk        

  RESOLVED  try to arrange a site meeting of councillors, someone from OCC Highways & Mr Davey 
to discuss the drainage problems at the recreation ground.                                                                Clerk 
 

156 Correspondence 
Mr Blake’s suggestion about charitable appeals on the website was discussed. 
RESOLVED  write to Mr Blake saying that councillors do not think this is appropriate.                   Clerk 
In response to Caroline Newton’s resignation, it was 
RESOLVED  to write to thank her for her interest in the Parish                                                            Clerk 
DC will attend the area meeting about traffic concerns 7 March.                                                       DC 
SODC has acknowledged receipt of the precept notification. 

 
 157 Other items of interest 

Neil Blake is to be thanked for his sustained efforts over many years to bring superfast broadband 
to the village. Chris Jenkins is to be thanked for providing information about alternatives during that 
time.                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 The meeting closed at 21:50 
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
  

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 12 March                                    



 


